


We have also demonstrated in our county that we can find innovative ways to provide our students with
great learning options. We have developed a program with Lake Michigan Community College to
provide direct college credit to the students in Allegan County. Hopkins already has seven staff
approved as adjunct professors. These instructors provide college level instruction to students in our
communities without the need to travel extended time and miles to get this learning option. Programs
exist in other schools and also at our Career Technical Center as well to expand the options for students.

| believe that vou can help all districts to move more to these virtual options, by supporting efforts by
districts to create and provide more options for students in much the same way you did for early
college. Many of the superintendents | talk to are working hard to find ways to provide the tools and
instruction for students in this different environment. Bringing in for profit Virtual programs, with little
or no track record of guality of instruction or demonstrated student achievement success, is not the
answer. Accountability measures exist for our current schools. Why not support our efforts to grow
these options and maintain the responsibility that we have for providing quality programs to our
students and community. Support and require districts to work together to provide these options for
students. Some district may want to provide those options through online providers other will want to

create their own.

in closing, | would like to thank you for the work you do for the children of Michigan. | empathize with
the complexity of your task. We as educator understand complex tasks as we try to ensure that all
students in our communities achieve success. Please provide us with the vision you have for how that
should be provided, but | implore you to not allow that responsibility to go to, for profit operations from
other parts of the country. We can and must “Learn Locally and Compete Globally.” | believe we have
demonstrated that it can be done in Aliegan County and | am sure there are other successful programs
throughout the state of Michigan. Please allow us to grow those examples before you bring in other
providers. As a legislature you have given districts many tools and expectations to change the way we do
business. | know we are al working extremely hare to meet those expectations. Please allow those new
options a chance to have an impact before you add additional changes.

Thank you again,
Chris Stephens, Superintendent

Hopkins Public Schools



